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Xaipe
New Middlebury Chapter House Dedicated

BY TIM  SMITH , BRN ’93

In October of 1993, I was barely a graduate of the
Brunonian Chapter when I was dispatched to investi-
gate a request, initiated by a group of undergraduates at
Middlebury College in Middlebury, Vt., to form a Chap-
ter of the Alpha Delta Phi Society. The group of 24, led
by Elizabeth Seeley, MID/MDBY ’96, was interested in
forming a coeducational group as part of the Middlebury
College’s social house system.

On short notice and in the middle of midterm ex-
ams, 23 of the 24 undergraduates met with me on a chilly
autumn night. The spirit was considerably warmer, and
within a month, the Society’s Board of Governors granted
affiliate status to the Middlebury group.

The story moves forward to August 1995 in Provi-
dence, R.I., and the Second/163rd Alpha Delta Phi Soci-
ety Convention hosted by the Brunonian Chapter. Thanks
to the hard work of Seeley and her cohorts, the
Middlebury Affiliate became the Middlebury Chapter at

the Brunonian Convention.
After a few delays, the Middlebury Chapter finally

moved into its new (College-provided) Chapter House
at the start of the spring 1998 semester. To celebrate, the
Society’s Board of Governors and delegates from each

Bowdoin Hosts Third/165th Society Convention

The Middlebury Charter Presentation (L-R):
Society President Robert McKelvey, Middlebury

President Jed Harris, and Society Governor Tim Smith

BY CRAIG  CHESLOG, BDN ’93

The Third Convention of the Alpha Delta Phi Soci-
ety, in the 165th year of the Alpha Delta Phi, was hosted
by the Bowdoin Chapter on the campus of Bowdoin
College from October 17-19, 1997. It was the first Soci-
ety Convention hosted by the Bowdoin Chapter, although
Bowdoin had hosted Alpha Delta Phi Conventions in
1906, 1929, and 1941.

The Bowdoin Chapter organized an excellent week-
end under the guidance of Honorary Convention Chair-
person Nessa Burns Reifsnyder, BDN ’86, Undergradu-
ate Convention Chairperson Thomas M. Clark, BDN ’99,
and Graduate Convention Chairperson Craig Cheslog,
BDN ’93.

Over 60 Alpha Delts joined graduates and under-
graduate delegates and alternates from each of the chap-
ters for the convention sessions, leadership seminars, and
social activities. The Society’s Board of Governors also

held meetings at the chapter house on Thursday prior to
the start of the Convention, and on Sunday following its
adjournment.

(continued on page 6)
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BY ROBERT MCK ELVEY , MID ’59

Board of Governors Meet at Middlebury

The Society’s Board of Governors met at the
Middlebury Chapter on April 3-5, 1998, in conjunction
with the undergraduate caucus, the dedication of the new
Middlebury Chapter House, and the formal presentation
of the charter to the Middlebury Chapter.

The board reviewed the Society Constitution ap-
proved at the Bowdoin Convention in October 1997 and
voted unanimously to send it to the chapters and gradu-
ate organizations for ratification by June 30.

The board reviewed the Society’s financial state-
ments for 1997-98, and noted that a strong increase in
initiations had put the Society in a good position to
achieve its sixth consecutive balanced budget. Society
Treasurer David Ehrlich, S ’84, reported that the Society’s
portfolio was performing satisfactorily and that the 4.5
percent reliance upon the endowment might not be
needed this year. Ehrlich noted, however, that the Fifth
Anniversary Fund Drive, with an expanded goal of
$25,000, needed to make major strides before June 30 to
achieve its objective.

The graduate organization of the Middlebury Chap-
ter met with the board and sought recognition as an offi-
cial graduate organization. The board granted this rec-
ognition. The board also authorized the creation of an
intern position at the headquarters for the summer of
1998.

The Bowdoin Chapter reported that there had been
no positive change in its situation with the college. The
board authorized a committee to work with the chapter
and graduate organization to preserve its assets and heri-
tage until a change in college policy could be negoti-
ated.

Tim Smith, BRN ’93, chair of the expansion com-
mittee, reported on several potential new sites for Soci-
ety chapters. The board agreed to continue examining
these options.

The board voted to send a $2,000 contribution to the
Alpha Delta Phi Fraternity to help offset the significant
legal expenses incurred by the Fraternity while defend-
ing the Alpha Delta Phi trademark against the former
Northwestern Chapter. The fraternity’s legal action
helped to protect the Alpha Delta Phi name and the
Society’s right to that name. The contribution was au-
thorized by a vote of the Second/163rd Convention.

The board ratified the petition of the Columbia Chap-
ter to host the next Society Convention from October
17-19, 1999, in New York City.

The next Society Board of Governors meeting will
also be held at the Columbia Chapter, from October 2-4,
1998.

Robert McKelvey is the Society’s President.

BY SIMONA  AGNOLUCCI , S ’98

Undergraduate Caucus Report

The Spring 1998 Undergraduate Caucus was hosted
by the Middlebury Chapter in April 1998 in conjunction
with the charter installation ceremony. The undergradu-
ates from each of the Society chapters meet at least once
a semester to discuss issues that they share and to help
renew their ties to each other as Alpha Delts.

The caucus opened with nominations for an under-
graduate governor to replace Erica Sang, BDN ’98,
whose term had expired. Thomas M. Clark, BDN ’99,
won the majority of the votes for a one-year term as Un-
dergraduate Governor.

At the Bowdoin Convention, it was clear that there
were some differences in the way members of each chap-
ter wore their Society badges. A working group was or-
ganized by the Society’s Board of Governors to investi-
gate the issue and then report to the next Convention.

The members of the undergraduate caucus discussed
the practices of wearing the badge at length. Chapter

practice at the Columbia and Brown Chapters is to hide
the pins, the Stanford and Middlebury Chapters leave it
to the discretion of the individual, and the Bowdoin and
Middletown Chapters wear the badges openly. Since it
did not seem possible for everyone to agree on the issue,
it was decided that each chapter should follow its own
rules at home and abide by the rules of the host chapter
when visiting.

The caucus then discussed rush, examining what
each chapter does and what regulations each college or
university administration has made on rush activity.

One of the members of the Middletown Chapter
brought up the possibility of starting an undergraduate
fundraiser by selling Alpha Delta Phi Society merchan-
dise. Most people agreed that the idea was a good one,
and that following a more specific plan of action we could
begin work on the project at the next caucus.

Simona Agnolucci is an Undergraduate Governor.
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The Bowdoin Chapter hosted the Society’s third
Convention in October. The undergraduates have orga-
nized the Geoff Stanwood Memorial Literary Competi-
tion for the second year, and they look forward this spring
to awarding the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Cup for its
58th time. The chapter’s literary program continues, with
professor nights and other events. Graduates of the chap-
ter will once again meet during Bowdoin’s reunion week-
end (May 29-31).

The Brunonian Chapter initiated seventeen new
members in November 1997. Many of these new ini-
tiates have already taking on leadership roles in the chap-
ter, resulting in another extremely successful rush as 26
people pledged this spring. Numerous events have been
hosted this semester, including a highly successful Swing
Dance. The chapter recently hosted its annual charity
auction, the Bizzare Bazaar, which took place on April
16th and raised nearly $4,000.

Over the winter break, the Columbia Chapter house
received some long-needed renovation and everyone is
excited about the house’s new look. The dining room
floor was completely redone, while the  rest of the floor-
ing throughout the house was sanded and refinished. Lit
Nights are especially popular now as members are apt to
be sitting in the new furniture by the fire. A successful

rush accounted for 11 pledges, with initiation set for May
first.

After its rush, the Middletown Chapter pledged a
class of eight enthusiastic individuals earlier this spring.
The Chapter initiated 14 people during the fall semester.
Also last fall, the chapter donated money to help save
the Wesleyan Film Series. At this year’s June Weekend
(May 29 to 31), Middletown will be celebrating the 25th
anniversary of coeducation. It promises to be a memo-
rable event.

The Middlebury Chapter  continues to grow.  This
past fall, the chapter initiated 33 new men and women
into the Alpha Delta Phi Society. In January 1998, the
members of the Middlebury Chapter moved into a new
chapter house—which has received rave reviews. Mem-
bers from all of the Society’s Chapters travelled to
Middlebury for a charter installation ceremony the week-
end of April 3-5.

The Stanford Chapter initiated nine new members
in late November 1997.  They are planning a commu-
nity service project with Habitat for Humanity for this
winter, as well as the publication of their literary jour-
nal, Sweet Green. They recently updated and reformat-
ted their web site, which you can visit at http://
www.adps.org/stanford.

Report from the Chapters

The following members of Society Chapters won prizes during the 1997 Alpha Delta Phi Literary Competition.

$1,000 First Prize for Excellence — Jay C. Barmann, COL ’98 for Gregory
1st Prize, Fiction — Nhu-Tien (Patti) Lu, BDN ’00 for Father

2nd Prize, Fiction — Mauricio Mena, COL ’97 for Susan
Honorable Mention, Fiction — Jay C. Barmann, COL ’98 for A Thoroughly Modern Mind,

Scopophobia, and A Night in the Life of Charles E. Armbruster

2nd Prize, Poetry — Mauricio Mena, COL ’97 for My Daughter’s Kitchen
Honorable Mention, Poetry — Siobhan Foley, COL ’95 for Urban Dream Interlude

2nd Prize, Photography (black and white) — Thomas M. Clark, BDN ’99

The other winners were from Fraternity Chapters, and they will be announced through its publications.

1997 Society Literary Competition Winners

Seward Scholarship Applications
due by June 15

Applications for the Seward Scholarships are due
by June 15. Applications may be downloaded from
the Society’s website (www.adps.org) and hard cop-
ies have been sent to all undergraduate chapter
presidents. The scholarships are awarded based on
need, scholarly achievements, and extracurricular
activities.

Summer Intern Position at
Α∆Φ Society Headquarters

The Society is seeking an undergraduate or recent
graduate to serve as a summer intern at the Morton
Grove, ILL., headquarters. The job will last for an 8-
10 week period between June-September. Please
send resumé to Bob McKelvey, c/o George McKelvey
Co., Inc., PO Box 375, Sea Girt, N.J., 08750, fax
732-974-9107, e-mail rmckelvey@bytheshore.com.
Applications close June 1.
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of the Society’s chapters went to Middlebury the week-
end of April 3-5 for board business meetings, the under-
graduate caucus, and ceremonial events.

The weekend’s events were originally scheduled for
January 1998, but were postponed due to the ice storm
that paralyzed much of New York, New England, and
Canada. The installation ceremonies for the chapter be-
gan with Society President Robert McKelvey’s, MID ’59,
discussing the Society and the entitlements that come
with membership in the Society—including participa-
tion in the Literary Competition and Seward Scholar-
ship program, access to the resources of the Foundation
for educational and literary activities, fellowship with
other chapters, and linkage to the traditions of the Alpha
Delta Phi.

Following McKelvey’s remarks, each Society Chap-
ter offered gifts to the Middlebury Chapter to warm their
new home and imprint it indelibly with the spirit of “The
Phi.” Leading the chapter roll call, the Bowdoin Chap-
ter fielded a delegation of six, led by Chapter President
Thomas M. Clark, BDN ’99. The Bowdoin Chapter of-
fered a gift of several pieces of Alpha Delta Phi china
and a copy of the 1966 Alpha Delta Phi Catalogue, which
includes the history of every Alpha Delt chapter.

Middlebury House Dedication...
(continued from page 1)

The Board of Governors Meet at the Chapter House

The Brunonian Chapter’s Presentation

The Stanford Chapter’s Presentation

Middlebury Graduate Organization President
Scott Pokrywa and Undergraduate President Jed Harris

(continued on page 5)

The Columbia Chapter, whose four-member team
was led by Chapter President Dylan Hightower, COL
’99, gave two hand-wrought items. The first was a
stained-glass rendering of the “bright star and silvery
crescent of our A. D. Phi.” The second was reproduction
of the badge which adorns the facade of the Columbia
Chapter house at 526 West 114th Street in New York
City.

The sizable contingent of nine Alpha Delts from the
Middletown Chapter, which was the sponsor chapter of
the Middlebury Affiliate, gave two items to the new
chapter. The first was a pencil drawing of the Middletown
Chapter House at 185 High Street, matted in green with
a notation to commemorate the evening’s events. The
undergraduates, led by Colleen Ryan, MID ’00, noted
that The Alpha Delta Phi was an organization that often
rewarded virtue, but that everyone needs a “little vice.”
The gift she presented was a small vice of the wood-
working variety, decked in the green and white.

The Stanford Chapter fielded a crew of five intrepid
travelers, led by Society Governors David Ehrlich, S ’84,
and Simona Agnolucci, S ’98, and Chapter President
Shivani Ganguly, S ’99. The Chapter presented a hand-
blown multicolored bottle, symbolizing the many parts
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that make up The Alpha Delta Phi. They also gave two
books of poetry, inscribed for the occasion, to become
the first two volumes of the Middlebury Chapter Library.

Several other gifts were given to the new chapter,
including a pair of cobalt-blue glass bottles with comple-
mentary silver crescent and star stoppers. A bronze
candlestick and a pair of brass candlesticks, each featur-
ing the star and crescent motif, were also presented.
Chapter President Jed Harris, MDBY ’99, noted with
amusement that a recent power outage had left the
Middlebury undergraduates scrambling for alternative
light sources, making the candlesticks welcome addi-
tions to the house.

Society Executive Director William Millard, ILL ’80,
representing the Alpha Delta Phi Foundation, gave
Middlebury Chapter President Harris a check in the
amount of $1,000 to the Middlebury College Library
Book Purchase Fund on behalf of the Middlebury Chap-
ter of the Society. Harris reports that the Middlebury
College External Affairs office, through which the Col-
lege accepts such gifts, was delighted with the unexpected
windfall for the Library.

A pair of complementary gifts came from the
Brunonian Chapter and the Society Board of Governors.

...and Charter Installation Ceremonies
(continued from page 4) Six Brunonians, led by Graduate Association President

Charles Gross, BRN ’72, and Undergraduate President
Jason Rantanen, BRN ’99, unveiled a newly-constructed
maple pedestal approximately four feet in height and of
suitable dimensions to support the penultimate gift from
the Board of Governors.

President McKelvey noted the emptiness of the stand
on which he had been leaning throughout the evening’s
presentations, and directed Jed Harris to the remaining
box. Safely ensconced inside was a new Brothers-In-
Arms Statue cast under the direction of Joe Fedison, a
graduate of the Fraternity’s Rochester Chapter.

The culmination of its work and official recognition
of its new status came when this writer had the honor of
presenting, on behalf of the Board of Governors, the first
Charter issued to a new chapter in The Alpha Delta Phi
Society. Harris, the Middlebury Chapter president, re-
ports that the Charter, Mike and Ike, and all the gifts
have found a new home in the Chapter’s Library, where
they have already sparked the interest of recent visitors.

The spirit of Samuel Eells has taken up residence at
a new academic institution. May his memory long live
there, warmly welcomed by the fire of the Middlebury
Chapter.

Tim Smith is a Society Governor.

The exterior of the Middlebury chapter house is faced in
gray wood shingles, and stone, although the building struc-
ture is of concrete. The central feature of the house is the
living room with its peaked cathedral ceiling. Wooden
trusses lead the eye to the ridgeline, some 30 feet over the
tile floor. A second-floor balcony overlooks the living room
below. A library is located off the north side of the living
room. Both the living room and a smaller lounge on the
second floor have fireplaces. Thirty undergraduates live
in 14 single and eight double rooms on the two main floors.
The basement is one large room, and includes a third fire-
place. All three floors have large windows overlooking a
small valley to the west and the Adirondacks beyond.—TS

Three Views of the Middlebury Chapter House



6 The Alpha Delta Phi Society Xaipe May 1998

The Convention’s delegates debated and then voted
to send a new Society Constitution to the chapters for
ratification. Those in attendance heard a report on the
Alpha Delta Phi Foundation and established an awards
program for the Society. The Convention also heard re-
ports from each of the chapters.

The undergraduate caucus discussed many issues
including rush ideas, a reorganization of the pledge
manual, and a chapter communications program. The
undergraduate caucus also elected Simona Agnolucci, S
’98, and Jessica Perkins, MDBY ’98, to serve as under-
graduate representatives to the Society’s Board of Gov-
ernors.

One of the highlights of the weekend was a sched-
uled tour of the Joshua Lawrence Chamberlain Museum,
which is located adjacent to the Bowdoin Chapter House.
Chamberlain is perhaps the most famous Bowdoin Al-
pha Delt, having earned the Congressional Medal of
Honor for his heroics on Little Round Top at Gettysburg
during the Civil War. Chamberlain later also served as
president of Bowdoin College and governor of Maine.

Following the final convention session, a banquet
was held at Brunswick’s Captain Daniel Stone Inn. So-
ciety Governor A. Paul Neshamkin, COL ’63, continued
the Alpha Delt tradition of raising toasts after a short
explanation of their history and each chapter introduced
its members to all in attendance. Following the dinner,

Thanks to a surge in new initiates, the Alpha Delta
Phi Society appears to be headed towards another bal-
anced budget despite a slow start to the Fifth Anniver-
sary Capital Campaign.

Society Treasurer David Ehrlich, S ’84, reported to
the Board of Governors at their April meeting that the
results through three quarters (July 1 to April 1) show
most chapters and graduate organizations have paid regu-
lar fees and initiation fees in full. In addition, initiations
are running well ahead of last year and could reach a
record number before the end of the year.

Ehrlich noted, however, that the Fifth Anniversary
Fund Drive, which had set a target of $25,000 (5x5),
was behind projections with $10,000 raised to date.

It should be remembered, however, that the spring
Society Xaipe and fundraising letter have usually pro-
duced strong results, so the Board of Governors remains
confident that this special goal will be achieved. The

Board also agreed that the extra funds, if raised, would
be reserved for the next expansion project.

The Board received the first report from the invest-
ment committee following the hiring of a manager for
the Society’s small endowment portfolio at the Bowdoin
Convention in October 1997. The Society’s investment
strategy calls for 50 percent invested for safety and in-
come in bonds with the other 50 percent invested in eq-
uities for growth. Investments were made during De-
cember and January which proved to be timely. Results
to date are ahead of the appropriate market averages.

The Board’s policy is to allocate 4.5 percent of the
12-quarter moving average of the endowment fund to
be used, if necessary, in support of each year’s annual
budget. It is hoped that fund drive results will allow the
Society to achieve a surplus each year so that this en-
dowment reliance can be added back to grow the en-
dowment for future uses.

David Ehrlich is the Society’s Treasurer.

Fifth Anniversary Fund Drive Is
Key to Successful Financial Year

BY DAVID  EHRLICH , S ’84

Society President Robert McKelvey, MID ’59, offered
some brief remarks about the Convention’s achieve-
ments, and Reifsnyder, the Honorary Convention Chair-
person and Bowdoin Graduate Association President,
thanked everyone for their support and for attending the
Convention.

The Columbia Chapter has agreed to host the Fourth
Alpha Delta Phi Society Convention in 1999. More in-
formation about the Columbia Convention will be made
available in future Society Xaipes.
Craig Cheslog is the Society’s Vice President/Secretary

The Society’s Third/165th Convention

Expansion...
Do you know of any good expansion sites?

Do you have a son or daughter, or know of other
persons who are undergraduates in schools in
which the Society may be interested?

The Society’s Board of Governors is inter-
ested in the top academic public and private col-
leges or universities.

If you have any suggestions, please contact
Tim Smith, BRN ’93, at PO Box 8102, Berlin,
CT, 06037. You can also e-mail Smith at
tnsmith@aol.com.

(continued from page 1)
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Bowdoin College is currently in the process of phas-
ing out its Greek system in order to initiate a “college
house” system of student life. As a result, Bowdoin’s
Greek organizations, including the Alpha Delta Phi So-
ciety Chapter there, have been barred from rushing or
initiating any new members since the spring of 1997.
All of the houses will be closed in May 2000.

The decision, made unanimously by the Bowdoin
Trustees, was based on a set of recommendations made
by a Commission on Residential Life. The Commission
was asked to examine all aspects of residential life at
Bowdoin and then make recommendations on how stu-
dent life can be improved.

When it became clear that Bowdoin President Rob-
ert H. Edwards was going to seek the abolition of
Bowdoin’s Greek system, the Alpha Delta Phi Society
began to coordinate with the Bowdoin Chapter on a
course of action.

The original goal of these efforts was to lobby the
Commission to reform—and not abolish—the Greek
system. The first stage of this assistance began almost
immediately with a series of conversations between lead-
ers of the Society and the Bowdoin Chapter. These ini-
tial conversations were strategy sessions, including sug-
gestions about a course of action and how best to frame
the issues that would soon be facing the chapter.

Perhaps the most important suggestion was “to avoid
defending the indefensible.” Initial discussions among
Bowdoin graduates indicated a desire to defend the en-
tire Bowdoin Greek system. However, a series of inci-
dents (including one that resulted in the death of a Uni-
versity of Maine undergraduate at an illegal party) made
such a defense impossible.

Discussions continued throughout the summer and
fall between members of the Society Board of Gover-
nors and the Bowdoin Chapter’s leadership. The
Society’s Board of Governors were kept updated about
the developments at Bowdoin and were solicited for in-
put. The Society also financed a letter to all Bowdoin
Chapter Alpha Delta Phi Society graduates urging them
to write to the Commission and to attend at least one of
the several regional meetings held by the Commission
to seek input from its graduates.

Despite these and other efforts on behalf of the
Bowdoin Chapter, the Commission made its recommen-
dation to phase out the Greek system. As a result, the
Bowdoin Chapter faces several challenges.

The first is keeping the chapter house open until all
of its current members graduate in May 2000. It was

decided at the last annual meeting of the Bowdoin Chap-
ter that everything possible needed to be done to keep
the chapter house open until then. Of course, as each
class graduates between now and the phase-out date, this
becomes increasingly difficult as there will be fewer
members to reside in the chapter house.

The second immediate challenge is the disposition
of the chapter house. Bowdoin Alpha Delts have dis-
cussed this problem extensively since the Commission’s
decision was made. At this time, the Bowdoin Chapter
is trying to negotiate a lease agreement with the Bowdoin
administration. In case these negotiations fail, the chap-
ter is also examining leasing to a non-profit consortium,
or selling to a third party.

A subcommittee of the Bowdoin Chapter’s leaders
have started the lease negotiations. It is hoped that a con-
crete plan of action, based on these discussions, can be
brought to the Bowdoin Chapter’s graduate and under-
graduate members at its May 30 annual meeting.

The Society’s Board of Governors will continue to
support the Bowdoin Chapter during these negotiations
and into the future. In the history of The Alpha Delta
Phi, seven chapters have been closed and later reopened
when circumstances and college policies have changed.
In fact, the Bowdoin Chapter itself was closed for a pe-
riod of four years during the early 1970s before reopen-
ing.

The Alpha Delta Phi Society will also continue to
work in all appropriate ways to ensure that college stu-
dents have the opportunity to join and associate with oth-
ers in Greek organizations. The Society, through its mem-
bership in the National Capital Interfraternity Forum, is
tracking possible legislation designed to ensure that col-
lege students rights are protected.

Most importantly, all Bowdoin Chapter members are
urged by the Society’s Board of Governors to keep their
ties to the Society active despite the Bowdoin
administration’s decision to close the Greek system. In
addition to the importance of keeping the ties between
Bowdoin Alpha Delts and all Alpha Delts strong, there
will be opportunities to help with projects like expan-
sion, regional graduate chapters, and the anticipated
chance to reopen the Bowdoin Chapter sometime in the
future.

Any Bowdoin Alpha Delt who would like more in-
formation about the issues facing the chapter or the pos-
sibilities of keeping their ties to the Alpha Delta Phi
strong through Society activities should contact Craig
Cheslog, BDN ’93, via e-mail (ccheslog@erols.com),
telephone (home 703-683-4563, work 202-467-6222),
or mail (2927 Hickory Street, Alexandria, VA, 22305).

Bowdoin College to Phase Out Greek System
BY CRAIG  CHESLOG, BDN ’93
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In October 1997, the Third/165th Convention of the
Alpha Delta Phi Society approved a Constitution for the
Society, which is now being submitted to chapters and
graduate organizations for ratification. If approved as
expected, the Constitution will be the fundamental law
governing the Society’s functions into the 21st century.

Since its founding in 1992, the Society has been
operating under the existing Fraternity Constitution.
However, that document still formally restricts member-
ship to males, and contains other features not applicable
to the Society. Society Secretary Craig Cheslog, BDN
’93, has sent a copy of the proposed Society Constitu-
tion to each chapter and graduate organization for ratifi-
cation. If 4/5 of the chapters and alumni associations
approve the document by a 2/3 vote, the Constitution
will be binding.

The quest for a new Society Constitution began in
earnest last spring, when Governor Pamela Coukos, BRN
’90, convened a committee to create a new draft. Origi-
nally, the main purpose of rewriting the constitution was
to incorporate gender-neutral language. But after a closer
review, other changes seemed to be in order.

For example, the Fraternity Constitution has a re-
gional structure, something that is inappropriate for an
organization of the current size and composition of the
Society. Some of the other structural changes included
adapting mechanisms regarding the number and selec-
tion of the Board of Governors to fit Society practice,
and incorporating language to allow either biannual or
annual Conventions. The drafters substituted gender-
neutral terms throughout, and the male restriction on
membership was, of course, deleted. In large measure,
however, the Society Constitution retains most of the
language and spirit of its Fraternity counterpart.

“This Constitution strikes the right balance between
continuing the shared legacy of The Alpha Delta Phi Con-
stitution and the particular needs of the Society,” said

Society President Robert McKelvey, MID ’59. “I am ex-
cited to have it approved unanimously at Convention,
and I expect that ratification will be speedy and unani-
mous.”

Many members of the Society’s Board of Governors
played a role in this effort. Mary Melchior, MID ’84 par-
ticipated in initial drafting sessions. Tim Smith, BRN
’92, and Cheslog made particularly significant contribu-
tions during and after the Convention, as delegates re-
fined the Board’s draft language and then adopted the
Constitution unanimously. Paul Neshamkin, COL ’64,
served as a special advisor throughout the drafting pro-
cess, and McKelvey reviewed drafts and assisted in ad-
vising the committee during the Constitution’s develop-
ment.

 Since the Board of Governors meeting scheduled
for January had to be moved to April, there has been a
slight delay between the Convention approval and the
submission for ratification. A full Board review of the
draft was necessary to ensure that all of the changes made
at Convention were correctly documented before it was
sent out for ratification and to make a final check for
any technical errors. Board members have been assigned
to each chapter and alumni association to serve as con-
tacts during the ratification process. The Board hopes
that ratification will be complete by June 30.

GOVERNOR CONTACTS FOR
RATIFICATION PROCESS

Bowdoin Chapter/Graduate Assoc. Craig C. Cheslog, BDN ’93
Brunonian Chapter Timothy N. Smith, BRN ’93
Brunonian Graduate Association Charles E. Gross, Jr., BRN ’72
Columbia Chapter/Graduate Assoc. A. Paul Neshamkin, COL. ’63
Middlebury Chapter Jessica Perkins, MDBY ’98
Middlebury Graduate Association Pamela Coukos, BRN ’90
Middletown Chapter Mary M. Melchior, MID ’84
Middletown Graduate Association Robert G. McKelvey, MID ’59
Stanford Chapter Simona Agnolucci, S ’98
Stanford Graduate Association David Ehrlich, S ’84

Pamela Coukos is the Society’s Vice President.

The Alpha Delta Phi Society
Headquarters

6126 Lincoln Avenue
Morton Grove, IL 60053

Tel: 847-581-1992
FAX: 847-865-1871

WWW: http://www.adps.org

Bowdoin • Middlebury
Brunonian • Middletown
Columbia • Stanford

The Chapters

Officers

Robert G. McKelvey, MID ’59
President

Pamela Coukos, BRN ’90
Vice President

Craig C. Cheslog, BDN ’93
Vice President/Secretary
David H. Ehrlich, S ’84

Treasurer

Society Sends New Constitution to Chapters
BY PAMELA  COUKOS, BRN ’90

Board of Governors
(Year Term Expires)

Simona Agnolucci, S ’96 (1999)
Craig C. Cheslog, BDN ’93 (1998)
Thomas M. Clark, BDN ’99 (1999)
Pamela Coukos, BRN ’90 (2000)

David H. Ehrlich, S ’84 (2000)
Charles E. Gross Jr., BRN ’73 (1999)
Robert G. McKelvey, MID ’59 (1999)

Mary M. Melchior, MID ’84 (1998)
A. Paul Neshamkin, COL ’63 (1998)
Jessica Perkins, MDBY ’98 (1999)
Timothy N. Smith, BRN ’93 (2000)www.adps.org


